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e.g. Blust (1977, 1978, 1983/84, 1993, 2009, 2013)
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A�er Donohue & Grimes (2008)
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Eastern Malayo-Polynesian:
A brief history
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What has value in subgrouping?

I Cognate paradigms

I Shared morphological idiosyncracies

I Regular sound correspondences

I Shared irregular sound change

I Lexical innovations

I Semantic innovations
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See e.g. Campbell & Poser (2008)
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EMP according to Blust (1978, 1983/84)

“In contrast to the relatively strong phonological evidence for a SHWNG

subgroup, there is li�le phonological evidence in support of an East-
ern Malayo-Polynesian subgroup... The existence of an Eastern Malayo-

Polynesian subgroup thus cannot be based on the evidence of exclusively

shared [regular] phonological innovations.” Blust (1978: 211-212)
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EMP according to Blust (1978, 1983/84)

I Shared inalienable possessive paradigm? (van den Berg 2009)

pSHWNG pOc pEMP

1sg *-ku *-gu *-ku

2sg *-mu *-mu *-mu

3sg *-na *-ña *-ña

1pl.e *-mam *-ma[m]i *-mami

1pl.i *-ta *-da *-ta

2pl *-miu *-m[i]u *-miu

3pl *-ri? *-dra ?

pMP

*=ku

*=mu

*=niya (2)

*=mami, *=nami (2)

*=ta

*=ihu, *-mu-ihu

*=da

Ross (2006)
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EMP according to Blust (1978, 1983/84)

I Six formal innovations:*

pEMP

PAN *qin@p > *qen@p ‘to lie down’

PAN *kali > *keli ‘to dig’

PAN *DuyuN > *dui ‘dugong’

PMP *be(s)uR > *mosuR ‘satiated’

PMP *qa(s)u > *kasu ‘smoke’

*mutu ‘broken o�, severed’

*“sporadic phonological changes, loss of morpheme boundaries, etc”
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EMP according to Blust (1978, 1983/84)

I 50 lexical innovations, e.g.:

pEMP

*ayawan ‘ficus sp.’

*beke ‘defecate’

*boi/bui ‘smell, stench’

*budan ‘white’

*kanisu ‘to spit’

*kiñit ‘pinch’

*maiduN ‘evening, dusk’

*sala ‘sharp-pointed object’

*tawan ‘a tree: Pometia pinnata’

*tobV ‘fishnet float’

*wataN ‘bring, carry, take’

*wa(q)ip scoop or container for water
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EMP according to Blust (1978, 1983/84)

I Four semantic innovations:

pEMP

*kakat-(i) ‘to peel with teeth’ < ‘to crush with teeth’

*lumut ‘green’ < ‘moss, algae’

*miRmiR ‘urinate’ < ‘moisten, spray’

*pa(ka)-salaq ‘punish’ < ?
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EMP according to the ACD (Blust et al. 2023)

I One formal innovation:

pEMP

PAN *qinep *qen@p ‘to lie down’

PMP *kali *keli ‘to dig up’

PMP *duyuN *dui ‘dugong’

PMP *besuR *mosuR ‘satiated’

PMP *qasu *kasu ‘smoke’

*mutu ‘broken o�, severed’
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EMP according to the ACD (Blust et al. 2023)

I 28 lexical innovations (Blust’s original 50 − 35 + 13):

pEMP

*babak strike, chip stone

*beŋkeR defecate

*kanisu to spit at (as an insult?)

*maluRu shade

*qayawan banyan, strangler fig

*sala sharp-pointed object, possibly sea urchin

*sua to stir

*suak to backpaddle canoe

*tinoni man, male

*tuRi candlenut tree (Aleurites moluccana)

*waip water container

*wa(n)se divide



Malayo-Polynesian EMP: A brief history Assessing EMP Discussion

EMP according to the ACD (Blust et al. 2023)

I No semantic innovations:

pEMP

*kakat-(i) ‘to peel with teeth’ < ‘to crush with teeth’

*lumut ‘green’ < ‘moss, algae’

*miRmiR ‘urinate’ < ‘moisten, spray’

*pa(ka)-salaq ‘punish’ < ?
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Summary

Blust (1978,

1983/84)

ACD

Lexical innovations 50 28

Formal innovations 6 1

Semantic innovations 4 0
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Assessing Eastern Malayo-Polynesian
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Semantic latitude too wide: 8/29
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Potential onomatopoeia: 1/29
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Discussion
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What next for the EMP hypothesis?

I Can any of the currently dubious innovations be

substantiated?

I Can new ones be identified?

I Incorporate data from recently documented SHWNG

languages into ACD

I Reconstruct proto-SHWNG; compare with proto-Oceanic



Malayo-Polynesian EMP: A brief history Assessing EMP Discussion

What next for the EMP hypothesis?
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Thanks for listening!

With particular thanks to Chuck Grimes and Owen Edwards, who

got me thinking about this in the first place...
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